
 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

3410 98th Street,  Suite 4-363  

Lubbock, TX  79423 

9:00 am 

11:00 am 

3:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

Monday Noon 

Wednesday Noon 

Thursday Noon 

Saturday Sunday Daily Mass 

Confession & Eucharistic Adoration  - 1st Saturday of the Month 2:00-3:00 pm 

Office Hours are by appointment only - Monday thru Friday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  

St. John the Baptist Mass Times 

S a i n t  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  
B u i l d i n g  A  F a i t h f u l  F o u n d a t i o n  -  M a r c h  2 0 2 1  

Pastor: Monsignor David Cruz 

Deacon: Deacon Severo Alvarado 

Parish Receptionist:  Betty Hall 

       secretary@stjohnbaptistlbk.org 

Finance Manager:  RoseMary Cardenas 

       finance@stjohnbaptistlbk.org 

Archivist:  Terri Contreras 

       parisharchives@stjohnbaptistlbk.org 

Communications:  Mary Morris 

       webmaster@stjohnbaptistlbk.org 

Mass Times:  

     Saturday - 3:00 pm & 5:00 pm  

     Sunday - 9:00 am & 11:00 am  

     Monday, Wednesday, Thursday - Noon  

Confessions:  

     2:00 to 3:00 pm on the 1st Saturday of 

     the month or by appointment 

Office Hours:  

     9:00 am to 1:00 pm, Monday thru Friday     

     by appointment only        

Physical Address: 

     10805 Indiana Ave., Lubbock, TX 

Mailing Address:  

    3410 98th St, Ste 4-363, Lubbock, TX 79423 

Website Site and Email: 

    www.stjohnbaptistlbk.org 

    stjohnbaptistlbk@gmail.com 

       “Do not fear going 

slowly; fear only to stand 

still.” 

       God equips His people with talents, gifts, 

and skills in order to proclaim His Kingdom 

and not to hoard them in the stillness of our 

hearts. 

† Deacon Severo 

1) Attend confession 

 Thursday, March 25th starting at 7:00 pm 

2) Follow along  with Jesus on the Way of the Cross 

through our Stations of the Cross video meditations 

 Available on our St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church YouTube channel and on our parish 

website 

3) Pray for our Catechumens and Candidates as they 

prepare for the Easter Vigil  

 Cut out the list of names of our Catechumens 

and Candidates found inside this newsletter and 

pray  for them daily 

3 Great SJTB  

Lenten Opportunities  

Before Easter  

 

Mass Schedule for  

The Paschal Triduum 

Holy Thursday/Maundy Thursday - April 1st 

7:00 PM 

Good Friday of the Lord’s passion - April 2nd 

7:00 pm 

Easter vigil - April 3rd 

8:00 PM 

Easter Sunday - April 4th 

9:00 am & 11:00 am 

    Due to the pandemic, we are all still dispensed from the 

obligation to attend Mass.  Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 

Easter Sunday services will be made available for those who 

choose to stay home through our YouTube channel & 

parish website. 



Dear Friend(s) of  St. John the Baptist, 

     This month marks a milestone in our lives and  the life of  our 

parish family.  It’s been approximately one year ago that the daily 

routines of  our lives were shattered by the start of  the 

pandemic.  I remember driving back to Lubbock on March 12 

after directing a Lenten Mission for a church in San Antonio.  I 

was following the latest news on the radio and wondering if  our 

lives were about to change.  What I didn’t know, and never could 

have imagined, was just to what extent our would be 

altered.  What a challenging and trying year it has been.  Not only 

have we been forced to adapt to new liturgical practices when it 

comes to our Sunday worship, but we’ve also had to make 

dramatic changes to many other areas of  life in the parish.  These changes include wearing 

masks, social distancing, live-streamed Masses, collection of  Sunday Offering as well as putting 

on hold all group activities, social events and organizational meetings.  I can’t help but think 

that under normal circumstances, by now we would have hosted our annual parish retreat for 

Lent as well as our annual parish Mardi Gras.  We would be gathering on Fridays for the 

celebration of  the Stations of  the Cross and sitting down to enjoy shared meals of  fish and 

enchiladas.  It reminds us of  how much we have missed and how much we have had to 

sacrifice in order to keep each other safe and healthy. Now that we’re beginning to see positive 

signs with a decline in the rate of  infections, a decrease in hospitalizations and the ever 

increasing number of  vaccinations, it is understandable to feel a glimmer of  hope that we are 

beginning to see a light at the end of  the tunnel 

     So, now that we’ve reached this milestone, I’d like to express my thanks to you, our 

parishioners, for your faithfulness during this difficult past twelve months.  From my vantage 

point, I can honestly say that you have never wavered in your love for the Lord.  Many of  you 

have continued to attend weekend Masses whenever possible, others have remained a part of  

our community by participating in the online Masses, and many of  you have continued to 

support the parish with your weekly offering.  Words cannot adequately express my heartfelt 

appreciation for your faithfulness and generosity throughout this past year.  It hasn’t been easy. 

     Finally, I’d like to encourage your continued support of  our safety protocols.  Many of  us 

are Texas Tech fans and are very familiar with the phrase “Guns Up.”  West Texans know 

another phrase as well, “stick to your guns”, which basically means stay the course and don’t 

give up.  Like many of  you, I too, grow weary of  the many measures that we have to employ in 

order to help stop the spread of  the virus.  As weary and tiresome as these things may be, I 

always see them as an expression of  our love and concern for one another’s wellbeing.  If  we 

can spare one person from being exposed to serious illness, or possibly death, then we have 

done what the Lord himself  commanded us to do when he said, “love one another as I have 

loved you” (Gospel of  John).  There is a light at the end of  the tunnel, but until we have left 

that tunnel behind, I thank you for continuing to “stick to your guns” and stay the course.   

Fr. David Cruz 

Palm Sunday  

Jesus enters Jerusalem to cheering crowds waving  
palm branches and shouting “Hosanna!” 

Matthew 21:1-11 
Mark 11:1-11 
Luke 19:28-44 
John 12:12-19 

Monday  

Jesus goes to the Temple where he  
overturned the tables of the money changers. 

Matthew 21:12-22 
Mark 11:15-19 
Luke 19:45-48  
John 2:13-17 

Tuesday  
Jesus delivers the Olivet Discourse dealing  

with the end of time, Christ’s return  
and the final judgement. 

Matthew 24:3-51 
Mark 13:3-37  
Luke 21:7-38 

Wednesday   
While Jesus and his disciples rest in anticipation  

of Passover, Judas Iscariot meets with  
the Sanhedrin to make plans to betray Jesus. 

Matthew 26:14-16 
Mark 14:10-11 
Luke 22:1-6 

Holy Thursday Jesus washes the feet of his disciples and shares 
the Passover feast with them.  Later, Jesus  

prays in agony to his Father in the  
Garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus is arrested. 

Matthew 26:17-75 
Mark 14:12-72 
Luke 22:7-71  
John 13:1-38 

Good Friday  
The Passion of Christ.   

This day we commemorate the trial, torture  
and crucifixion of our Lord. 

Matthew 27:1-61 
Mark 15:1-47 
Luke 23:1-56   
John 18:28-19:42 

Holy Saturday  

Jesus’ body lays in the tomb,  
guarded by Roman soldiers. 

Matthew 27:62-66 
Mark 16:1, 
Luke 23:56  
John 19:40 

Easter Sunday  We celebrate Christ’s resurrection from the dead.   
His resurrection marks the triumph of good  
over evil, sin and death. It is the assurance  

that those who trust in God and accept  
Christ will be raised from the dead. 

Matthew 28:1-13 
Mark 16:1-14 
Luke 24:1-49  
John 20:1-23 

        As we approach Holy Week, we reflect on 

Jesus’ final days before his Passion and triumphant 

resurrection.  Below is an account of Jesus’ last 

days with scripture references.  We hope that these 

scripture references will deepen your Lenten 

reflection during Holy Week. 



We  are  s o  g rate f ul  for  our  wond er f ul  teac hers !  

      Our Youth Faith Formation team is so grateful that we were able to gather 

together & grow in our faith this year.  Over the course of only 16 classes with new 

restrictions, our teachers stretched themselves to spread God’s love and teachings 

in new ways.  Our youth alternated each week between meeting in-person in the 

church and learning from home. 

      We had around 70 elementary students and 60 high school & middle school 

students.  These students are the future of our church, and it is an honor to watch 

them mature in their faith each year.  Our 10th grade students will be confirmed by 

Bishop Coerver on April 17th, and our 3rd Grade 1st Communion students will 

receive Eucharist on May 1st & 2nd! 

    RCIA, also known as Journey of Faith, is a spiritual formation that not only dives into 

the teachings of Catholicism but also feeds the soul.  This experience welcomes adults 

pursuing to obtain sacraments or full conversion to the Catholic Church. It is also an 

openhearted invitation to all Catholics who desire to cultivate their faith. Every year this 

bountiful journey begins in the fall and concludes on Easter Vigil. 

    By the kindness and protection of the Holy Spirit, the 2020 - 2021 Journey of Faith 

adult formation is deep into their voyage and approaching their ultimate destination of 

Easter Vigil.  This God-seeking group has been coming together week after week to 

enhance understanding of the sacred sacraments, Mass, the Holy Trinity and much more. 

Saints accompany and intercede on behalf of this devoted troop as the origination of 

ancient prayers, traditions and teachings are discovered along their fervent quest. 

     Parish Family, we humbly request the gift of your sincere prayers as the RCIA 

Catechumens and Candidates draw closer to the divine 

reception of the sacred sacraments and complete conversion 

at Easter Vigil. 
Catechumens & Candidates 

Mia Garza 
Yadira Neri 
Jon Haralson 
Brittany Lara 

Stephanie Ruel 
Israel Benavides 
Morgan Whitten 
Elvira Hernandez 
Nicole Benavides 

Stephanie Haralson 
 

Nourishing Faith 
Paul Lopez 
Pete Galan 
Allie Bonner 

Anthony Cantu 
Abigail Garza 
Marissa Garza 
Monica Velarde 
Azalea Alvarado 
Brandon Stafford 

Antonio Valenciano 
For more information regarding RCIA Journey of Faith,  

please feel free to reach out to Lucy Escobar 806.445.7283 



Parish 

Stewardship 

Report 

 
Offertory 

Giving 

Online 

Giving 

Total 

Giving 

December $23,739.46 $6,603.00 $30,342.46 

January $22,123.73 $9,313.00 $35,981.74 

February $30,207.16  $7,240.00  $37,447.16 

Cathedraticum 

This is our parish's obligation to support our Diocese  

for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2020– through June 30, 2021 is: 

Cathedraticum (Diocesan tax)  $85,150.00 

Total amount paid as of March $75,150.00 

Remaining balance due by June 30, 2021 $10,000.00 

 Ending Balance as of February 28th, 2021  $201,561.64  

       We would like to sincerely thank you for your 

time, effort and monetary donations this past year. 

Despite the problems the pandemic brought us, 

including not being able to gather fully as a faith 

family, we were able to meet all of our obligations as 

a parish. We are blessed to have your support.   

T h a n k you  f o r  you r  s u p p ort  

Permanent 

Building  

Fund 

    This past year, when our Building Fund Campaign closed out, 

some of you prayerfully decided to continue your donations, for 

which we are grateful. Please consider continuing your support 

of the building fund in 2021. This will allow us to pay down the 

loan, moving us closer to our goal of constructing our sanctuary. 

    You can use the Building Fund form included in this 

newsletter or call our parish office to start donating.  Remember 

that gifts can always be made in memory of a loved one. 

 Contributions 
Online 

Contributions 

Total Building 

Fund Giving 

December $2,000.00 $7,068.00 $9,068.00 

January $1,842.00 $6,657.00 $8,499.00 

February $1,650.00 $5,285.00 $6,935.00 

We were able to negotiate a reduction in our interest rate from 4.9% to 3.75%, 

which has reduced our monthly payment. 

Monthly loan payment            $  12,213.01 

Permanent Building Fund Balance as of February 28, 2021  $179,100.16 


